In this issue of Bone Marrow Transplantion we begin a quarterly column on wine and haematology by Prof. Shaun McCann AKA Giovanni Morelli. Why?
Many readers will be aware of the close relationship between bone marrow, blood and wine. About 40 years ago I received an award from the Excerpta Medica Foundation for work in Bone Marrow Transplantation. The ceremony was at the Amstel Hotel in Amsterdam and the presenter, Sir Gordon Wolstenholme OBE. Sir Gordon lead the British Red Cross during WWII and went on to head the Ciba (now Novartis) Foundation. He was also President of the Royal Society of Medicine and the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries. He regaled us with fascinating stories of giving blood transfusions to captured German officers during the war. In the final moments, he said: 'It now falls to me to give this award for advances in bone marrow transplantation. I admit knowing little about bone marrow save it's excellent on toast and goes very well with sherry. ' The French neurologist and polymath Charles-Édouard Brown-Séquard FRS also had a thing for bone marrow. At a time when chlorois (iron deficiency anaemia) was common in Paris he prescribed calf's bone marrow dissolved in glycerol to be taken by mouth. His notion was he was doing a bone marrow transplant. Nevertheless, his patients, typically young females, recovered rapidly from the haemoglobin-bound iron released by the glycerol.
1 So much for who did the 1st bone marrow transplant.
Sir Gordon was not alone in his praise of bone marrow. When celebrity chefs were asked what they would choose as their last meal, Anthony Bourdain described scooping rich, buttery marrow out of veal bones, spreading it on a crusty baguette, topping it with a zesty parsley salad accompanied by a good Bordeaux wine. Prof. John Goldman also loved bone marrow on toast. We would often go to St. John Bar and Restaurant Smithfield at the site of the old London meat market which served Fergus Henderson's famed roasted bone marrow (Fig. 1) . The question we For those preferring blood cells to bone marrow there is a nearly universal association between wine and blood in most cultures including Greek, Roman, Scythian, Slavic, African and Judeo-Christian. Typically, wine is used to symbolize blood in religious traditions and ceremonies; a metaphorical leap. For example, Moses sealed his contract of deliverance with sacrificial blood. In the Holy Communion wine symbolizes Christ's blood and in many medieval paintings Christ is shown being crushed like a grape in a wine press with the blood of salvation pouring into the uplifted cups of the believers (Fig. 2) 
